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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K 
Palaniswami deputed 11 senior ministers to 
the districts affected by Cyclone Burevi to 
coordinate the relief and rescue operations

cyclone 
relief

I am not kingmaker, no discussions on Mayor yet, says Owaisi
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Hyderabad

As the question hangs over 
who will be the next Hyderabad 
Mayor, following hung verdict 
in the Greater Hyderabad Mu-
nicipal Corporation elections, 
AIMIM president Asaduddin 
Owaisi on Saturday said that 
he will not play the role of  a 
kingmaker. 

Stating that the discussions 
are yet to be held within the 
party regarding the matter, he 
said: “Neither MIM contacted 

TRS nor the TRS contacted the 
MIM on election of  new 
Mayor.” 

Speaking to the media here, 
Owaisi said that the AIMIM 
would take a decision on the 
election of  Mayor only after 
having a meeting with the 
MLAs and other leaders of  the 
party. 

Replying to a question, he 
said that he was not a kingmak-
er and pointed out that the 
State Election Commission is 
yet to declare results for all the 
150 divisions and that there is 

also a case pending in the High 
Court with regard to one 
division. 

He said that there is still time 
for the election of  the Mayor. 
However, he added that there is 

no decisive mandate in the 
GHMC election for any politi-
cal party. 

Asked about the substantial 
gains made by the BJP, Owaisi 
retorted, “Where did the BJP 
gain in the Old City ?” 

“The BJP lost in three divi-
sions where Uttar Pradesh 
Chief  Minister Yogi Adity-
anath campaigned. The BJP 
has also been defeated in Ghan-
si Bazar division where Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
campaigned,” he said. 

“The BJP talked about Ro-

hingya, Jinnah and surgical 
strikes but their success rate 
was very less in the GHMC 
polls. The BJP contested in 150 
divisions and won 48 seats. 
Their strike rate is just 36 per 
cent. The MIM won 44 divisions 
and our success rate is 86 per 
cent,” he added. 

The MIM chief  said there is 
a regional feeling in ‘mainland 
Telangana’, outside Hydera-
bad. “The TRS is a formidable 
force and will reflect the aspira-
tions and regionalism of  main-
land Telangana,” he said.

25 new corporators in GHMC 
have criminal cases pending
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @ Hyderabad

As many as 25 corporators with criminal records have been 
elected in the just concluded Greater Hyderabad Municipal 
Corporation (GHMC) elections, as per an analysis by the Fo-
rum for Good Governance. Before the elections, the FGG had 
released a list of  49 candidates contesting in the GHMC elec-
tions who have criminal records, requesting citizens of  Hy-
derabad to exercise vigil while deciding to vote. 

Ten candidates from Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), eight 
candidates from Telangana Rastra Samithi (TRS) and seven 
candidates from All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM) with criminal records have won in their respective 
wards. 


